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Wait Patiently for God

Q. s I grow older, I am getting closer to the age of
being married. In August 2016, one of my very

good friend in China told me that more than half of the
classmates from our middle school class has married
already. In addition, she will have her wedding in
February 2017.1In the United States, I don’t remember
how many notifications I have received about friends
that I know has already married or will marry soon.
All of a sudden, in late-2016, two of my friends are

no longer single and planning to cohabitate with their

Vivien Wang

willing to remove this frustration from my heart?”
Immediately, God answered me with a verse, “Be
still before the Lord and wait patiently for him, do
not fret when people succeed in their way, when they
carry out their wicked scheme (Psalm 37:7).” With
this one and simple verse, I found peace in my heart.
Starting from the day I received this answer from God,
instead of praying with frustration, I pray that God
would give me patience when I pray for my marriage.

This verse has guided me through many
When 1

another notification about a friend

circumstances. received

Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him, do not fret

is getting married, I no longer have

when people succeed in their way, when they carry out their

wicked scheme

boyfriends. I have never be alerted about marriage
in my life. Before, I thought I was still too young to
talk about marriage, and my parents have never urged
me about it. With all these news that I got from my
friends, I became frustrated. However, I am thankful
that I have at least one, and the most important
thing that is different than them - I know God.

I came before God and asked, “Lord, your word
is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path (Psalm
119:105), please tell me if I should be alerted or

I should not be worried about it because you are

this frustration but blessing to her.

When my boyfriend’s parents offered
— Psalm 377 ea roundtrip ticket to Taiwan and
spend the Chinese New Year with
them, I politely declined. Because I decided to hold
on to God’s valuable word and wait patiently for Him.
I clearly know that I have to do and know the will of
God for my marriage regardless of His assignment. As
I decided to pick up my cross and follow Him forever
to go on a spiritual journey, I know that He will never
lead me down to a wrong path. I do not know what I
will become in the future, but at least I know I need
to keep praying for a patient heart until I receive the

confirmation from God.
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Burden Gone!

Joshua Mao

lectronics, if used correctly with self-control, they
Eare some of the most useful things on the plan-
et. Unfortunately, last year, this was not the case with
me. At that time, my two
tavorite things to do were
watching YouTube and
playing video games. With
my lack of self-control and
a weak relationship with
God, I got addicted very
quickly. I became strongly
addicted that I would play

on my tablet when I had
been strictly told not to
and then lied about it afterward. This addiction com-
pletely ruined my relationship with my parents and
my relationship with God. The thing was that I had
put YouTube and games in front of God. I cared more
about watching something unimportant than main-
taining my relationship with God, so no matter where
I was or what I was doing, I would always feel far away
from God, like there was a wall between Him and me.

In all honesty, I hated this addiction. I hated ly-
ing to my parents, but no matter how hard I tried, I
couldn't stop. And as time went on, the burden on my
heart got heavier and heavier. I went around with this
burden until the 2016-2017 church retreat. During
the service, one of the leaders said, “If you feel like
youre carrying a heavy burden and it’s keeping you
from God, come to the front.” Through those words,
I felt that God was giving me a second chance, like

He was extending His arm of forgiveness towards

60

me. With the desire inside of my heart, I took it. As I
stood at the front of the room, I felt a huge weight lift-
ed from my back. From that day on, I could talk to my
parents without guilt. From that day on, I could feel
God’s love and joy again. From that day on, I felt like
a completely new person, because I was sure beyond a
shadow of a doubt that God had completely forgiven

me. It was all God’s grace and forgiveness. It’s His.

Life has changed!

Caleb Mao

O ne day last year, I was in a family prayer meeting
and God touched my heart. Later I went with

my mom to her room.
I started to confess my
sin one by one. After
that, I had a vision. I saw
heaven and God’s glory.
I also saw the darkness
of hell. From that day
on, I knew that I was
ready to be baptized.

Five months later, I was

baptized. I am really
thankful that God has
changed me. Now I am

more serious, mature, and obedient than I used to be.

Praise the Lord.



God'’s Love

Joseph Mao

n 2016, God truly was teaching me about love, and
Ione of the greatest lessons was taught in July, when
I went on ADVENT Taiwan. It was the last week of
the program, on Thursday morning. Later that day, I
would be sharing my testimony and leading the altar
call. It was the most important day of the entire week,
the entire point of going to ADVENT. Understandably,
I was nervous, and that morning, I got up early for
my devotional time, and as I prayed for each of the
students, God began to work. All of a sudden, I could
teel God’s love for the student. I could feel that fierce
love, the love that motivated Jesus to die for us. I could
almost feel how God’s heart breaks when people reject
Him and how it hurts Him to see people struggling to
live without ever knowing that there is a loving Father
that does care for them. This completely caught me
oft guard, and I was completely overwhelmed. I
asked God if His heart was always broken, with
people all over the world rejecting Him each day,
and I got a further glimpse of His love for the world.

However, this wasn't the only lesson in love. After
ADVENT, my spiritual life had slowly deteriorated,
and it got to the point where I stopped listening
whenever someone spoke on God’s love. I was
struggling with sin, and I felt like I couldn’t receive
God’s love until I got my own life figured out. In

my head, I knew everything, but it wasn't in my life.
However, one night, during the New Year’s Retreat, the
youth leaders, after the teaching, invited those who felt
like God couldn’t — or wouldn't — forgive their sins to
go to the front, where they'd pray for us. That was my
situation. I often almost believed that God wouldn't
forgive my sins because I somehow wasn't sincere
enough — and I didn’t know how to be more sincere.
That night, God reminded me of his love, his love
that transcends my sin, his love that remains constant
despite my shortcomings and mistakes. That night, for
the first time since ADVENT, I felt connected to God.

I wish I could say that I held on to that and
continued to go further, but I can’t. Since then, there
have been both good times and bad times, but one
thing has changed — I know that God does love
me and that he does care, and though I may be in a
spiritual winter right now, spring will come, and He’ll

be with me through it all.
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