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Why is Love so
C OmplicatEd ? Joshua Mao

GO

Whom have I in heaven but you?
And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 99

Psalm 73:25 NIV

This year I enrolled in one of Georgia Tech's most rigorous robotics courses. For 3
months, I worked on a robot which would compete in a final competition at the end of
the year. I love robotics, so the robot quickly became my everything. Before I knew it,
all of my free time became robot time. I spent all my hours designing, fabricating and
assembling the robot of my dreams. I also created displays, T-shirts, and a presentation
speech, staying up late in the makerspace.

When the competition came, I was ecstatic. Our design review went beautifully, and the
robot performed excellently. Not only did we win the “best design” award, but our
robot continued to achieve second place in the whole competition. Elated and
exhausted, I went to bed. All the love and time I had poured into my robot had paid
off... right?
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Unfortunately, the next few mornings, waking up was a challenge. 1 suddenly
realized that without my robot, I felt I had no reason to wake up. For a week, I had
no motivation to get out of bed because I had nothing to work on. All the love I had
poured into my passion had come to nothing; the result was a robot that had never
and would never love me back. I was left with a void: a deficit of love and purpose. I
realized that, unlike my robot and my passions, with every bit of love I gave to God,
God loved me back. In fact, even before I loved Him, He was already pouring love
into me. As the Bible says, “He firstloved us.”

All in all, love is something precious that, when given to God, will come back
multiplied. It is the same for people as well. As God’ s image bearers, we also have
the ability to share love with one another. However, our passions and desires are
different. Proverbs 27:20 says, “Just as Death and Destruction are never satisfied, so
human desire is never satisfied.” When human desire grips our hearts, it will drive
us into an empty void. So, love God, love people, and if you have any leftovers, then
love your passions.
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A Lesson Learned and
Continuing to Learn John Yen

As 1 get older, life has been busier than ever, especially with my work. My life pretty much
resolves around work and whatever little time I have left, I'd spend with my family and
God. Slowly, I began to trust and rely on my own strength and wisdom to go through the
daily grind of life (mostly work) rather than focusing on God. Work became the center of
my life.

In January 23, during one of the
busiest weeks at work, 1 was
diagnosed with pink eye that turned
into a very bad sinus infection and
cough. I've been dealing with back-to-
back sickness in the family (including
myself) for a little over a month. The
timing of the pink eye and sinus
infection could not be any worse. That
week, 1 had meetings with CEO and
other key members in the company.
They were, in my eyes, extremely
important opportunities for building
my reputation and network within the
company.

In my mind, I was determined not to
go down because of an illness since
my career path was at stake. I just had
to push through just like an athlete
who would play through injuries.
Rather than going away within a day
or two, this pink eye turned to a full
out sinus infection and gave me a big
headache that I could not sleep at
night. I kept asking God for help while
giving my maximum focus on work to
get the job done.
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But the more I tried, the more I failed. I went to meet with the CEO unprepared with a pink
eye, unshaved(forgot to shave), and had a sinus congestion that made me very hard to talk.
CEO asked a question that I was not prepared for. In my opinion, I left a bad impression in
front of my CEO.

I was struggling spiritually with my walk with God. I lost touch with Him. Due to the
business of life and work, I’ ve skipped reading Bible and my daily devotion for two or
three consecutive days. I still did some quick prayers at night but that was the extent of my
daily devotion. The following day after my meeting with CEO, I tried to leave work a little
early so I could get some rest. I read this verse that night and it said “you will keep in
perfect peace all will trust in you all whose thoughts are fixed on you.” (Isaiah 26:3). I
reasoned, “maybeIdon’ thave peace because my thoughts aren't fixed on the Lord.”

So that night, I asked God to help me to return to Him. While I was praying, distractions
from work kept popping up in my head, which showed that my thoughts weren’ t fixed on
Him, but on work. Therefore, I sincerely repented before the Lord and I thought this could
be the end of my sickness. I was hoping for a healing miracle that night. However, the Lord
had a different plan.

I got up the next day hoping for the better, but my condition had gotten worse. I felt if this
sickness kept going, I would miss a lot of opportunities at work. And what I didn't realize
was I'm putting work before God. Missing those networking opportunities could cost me a
lot professionally but missed opportunities with God could be eternal. Praise God for He is
merciful and gracious.

That same night on Wednesday night I read Isaiah 30. It was about Israel trying to do
everything they could in their own power to make the nation strong and safe. They tried to
form an alliance with a very powerful nation -Egypt- to deter their enemies. Israel was
using her own human effort and wisdom to keep herself strong and safe. I felt like that was
me. Doing everything I could not to miss any opportunities at work with the goal of
maximize my exposure at work so I could build up my reputation at work.

But God says in Isaiah 30:15 “only in returning to me and resting in me will you be saved,
in quietness and confidence is your strength but you have none of it.” I was not trusting in
Him. I was not returning to Him. Even though I was praying but my heart wasn't there
because my thoughts weren't fixed on the Lord. And the Bible says in Isaiah 30:18 “So the
Lord must wait for you to come to him so he can show you his love and compassion For the
Lord is a faithful God, blessed are those who wait for his help.” Isaiah 30:19-21 says, “He
will be gracious if you ask for help. He will surely respond to the sound of your cries.
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Though the Lord gave you adversity for food and suffering for drink, he will still be with
you to teach you. You will see your teacher with your own eyes. Your own ears will hear
him. Right behind you a voice will say, “This is the way you should go,” whether to the
right or to the left.” I was debating whether I should go to work or not the next day, but I
felt God wanted me to take a day off to seek the Lord.

The following day, I read Isaiah 40:29 - 31 which says, “He gives power to the weak and
strength to the powerless. Even youths will become weak and tired, and young men will fall
in exhaustion. But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar high on
wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint.” Even
youths will become tired but those who trust and wait upon the LORD will find new
strength.

I was operating under a form of pride - trusting in my own strength to get work done and
move up. I prioritized work over God and family and relied on myself to get my work done
rather than putting God as priority and fully turning my heart to him. That day I turned my
heart fully to God and chose to not rely on my own strength and placed my trust in God. I
felt a joy and peace in my heart that I had not experienced for a long time. I felt I got
reconnected with God! My situation did not change but I was able to rejoice despite of the
on-going challenges at work and sickness.

It was a lesson learned and will continue to learn... Return to the Lord cannot be a not half-
hearted return. It needs to be a full-hearted return meaning your thoughts are fixed on Him
and your hope is solely anchored on the Lord. Right now, I can't say all is well and all
challenges at work are solved. I still struggle with this lesson going through the daily grind
of work. The lesson of waiting and trusting the LORD needs to be constantly reminded and
reinforced in me. Although I am struggling at times but I trust that God will help me be an
overcomer and I will sour like an eagle in spite of my present (and future) challenges! 1
trust it will all be fine one day!
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God Wants Your Yes

Joseph Mao

As I sat down on December 31, 2022 to reflect on the year, I couldn't help but feel
disappointed. The question that had been posed was, “What are you most proud of?” To
my dismay, as I recalled the major events of the year, I couldn't find a single one I could
definitively say I was proud of. Every major event of 2022, even the most positive ones,
had come with its fair share of missed potential and unfulfilled expectations.

However, later that night, asIlay in bed, the Lord brought to mind a single moment at the
beginning of 2022. T had been at a conference in Colorado in January when the Lord
asked me if I would give Him something dear to my heart. Merely two weeks prior, I had
announced a new writing project, one I felt passionate about because 1 had been
planning it for over a year. The Lord wanted me to surrender it and shut it down.

I argued with Him. I had already announced the project, and other people had already
shown interest. I'd planned to explore biblical themes through it. No matter what reasons
I came up with, the Lord was firm. Gentle, but firm. A major theme of the conference had
been fully dedicating our lives to prayer, intercession, and God's kingdom. If I wanted my
life to be all for His glory and His kingdom, I couldn't cling to my own dreams.
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As usual, He won. I said yes. On the flight home, I drafted up an announcement that I was
canceling the project, and I didn't touch it again.

There, at the end of the year, lying in bed, I felt the Lord whisper to my heart, “That was
your win of 2022.” TImmediately, gratitude replaced my disappointment. Contentment
replaced my unease. 2022 had been a year in which the Lord had led me to do much more
ministry than I'd ever done before. Had I held onto my precious project, I wouldn’ t have
had the time or the energy to do everything He'd called me to.

That single revelation recontextualized the entire year for me. Before, I had looked back
through the lens of what T hadn't done. I had organized an event for Collegiate Day of
Prayer, but I hadn't stayed consistent in my devotional life so the workload burnt me out.
I had completed a summer internship, but I hadn't completed the lessons I knew the Lord
was trying to teach me. I had responded to God's call to know His heart and intercede, but
I hadn't pressed further in and eventually gave into hopelessness.

I thought the year had been a failure because I hadn't been good enough, but God saw it
as a success for me because I had kept saying yes to Him despite my shortcomings and
weaknesses.

My win of 2022 wasn't in a project or an achievement. It was in a simple moment, when I
submitted my desire to the Lord and chose His will over mine. It may not be flashy, but it
does mean that I get a chance to win again every single day.
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Finding Biblical Community
Melody Kong

As many of you know, I recently started college. This is great, but at the same time
terrifying. College means a new school with new responsibilities, and scariest of all, new
people. I'm sure some of you can relate and share my feelings about making new friends—
it’ s hard. There are so many factors to think about—their view of me, their perspective of
different topics, and their personality in general.

Because of my overthinking, a significant worry I had going into college was that I would
lose my way due to the influence of others. Paul writes in Romans, “And so it is in the
body of Christ. For though we are many, we've all been mingled into one body in Christ.
This means that we are all vitally joined to one another, with each contributing to the
others.” (Romans 12:5 TPT) I desperately wanted to find a biblical community, so that I
would be positively influenced.

And so there I was, the first week of college, going to every single event possible and to
every campus ministry I could find. My weeknights were stacked with a new campus
ministry everyday. I dragged one of my friends, really my only friend at the time, to most
of the meetings. In total I think I went to about 8 different campus ministries in the first
month of school. It's an interesting yet disorienting feeling not quite fitting in and not
knowing where to go. With careful discernment and God's guidance, I was able to narrow
down some ministries I could ideally attend.

The first one was Chi Alpha, a campus ministry Joseph and Joshua had recommended to
me. This was a relatively easy choice, as I instantly felt more connected at the first meeting
due to prior connections. Everyone was welcoming and friendly, and overall I was able to
stay more in my comfort zone. The second campus ministry was the Navigators. I found
them randomly one day while walking through the student center. I had never heard of
them before due to their size and little advertisement. But while I was at the booth, I felt a
pull towards them, and decided to check out their first meeting. At the first meeting I
definitely had a harder time connecting to the others, as everyone stuck to their own little
groups. I don't blame them though because I was late. Sticking to their own groups also
isn't inherently bad, but for ambiverts like me, it was difficult to even make conversation
with anyone. That day I spoke to about two people, and even left early to go to a different
event. I sort of questioned God in that moment, wondering if my pull was just wrong or if it
was my desire to “seem more Christian” , but decided to keep attending.
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At Kennesaw, the Navigators really focus on bible study instead of the usual worship and
sermon that most ministries have. We were reading and studying the book of James in
small groups, which I found myself beginning to enjoy. I was able to share my thoughts
on the Bible, as well as hear others’ opinions and further build off of that. This helped
me to complete my thoughts while reading the Bible and have some of my questions
answered as well. T found the importance of finding community which allows for
questions and no judgment, especially when it comes to biblical discussion. Everyone
was also very intentional in coming, which I found made the conversation even richer. I
started to expand my perspective and see what else T could participate in to further
strengthen my faith. As a result, some opportunities came along:

One opportunity was in the guise of a challenge, called the 2 by 2. Every week for 5 weeks,
pairs would meet up twice a week to do a Bible study, memorize 2 verses, and share the
gospel twice. When 1 first heard about this challenge, I was very hesitant, not with the
Bible study or verse memory but with sharing the gospel. I hadn't really shared the gospel
to others outside of ADVENT Taiwan before. The other two times I had tried, I was scared
and chickened out. While thinking about the 2 by 2 challenge, I was reminded of a recent
event when I helped table for Navigators with the Great Exchange.

They are a ministry that encourages students at various campuses, including Kennesaw,
to share the gospel. I attended their table for a bit, and in that short time I was able to
connect to a student. I encouraged them to also find a community in the Navigators. I
realized after that encounter that I had peace, and how it wasn’ t as difficult as I had
planned it out to be in my head. My mindset also started to change about the challenge. I
had previously asked God and looked for a way to grow my faith. What better way to grow
stronger in my faith than to go out of my comfort zone! The worst thing that could
happen is to embarrass myself, but even then, the world would not end. I knew that this
experience would help me grow, so I took up the challenge.

For the next 5 weeks, we read through Colossians, memorized verses in James, and
shared the gospel twice! The first time we shared was at another Great Exchange tabling
event. I surprised myself by being able to even ask people to fill out a survey. I was also
surprised at the number of people who were actually interested in talking about their
spiritual background. I personally usually ignore people who table and walk away. I
shared the gospel once that day, and 1 was terrified. I messed up multiple times, and even
had my 2 by 2 partner help me. Although much seemed to go wrong, I shared the gospel,
and that was what mattered.
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The second time I shared the gospel was not by tabling, but asking people around
campus. This was exponentially scarier. My partner and I were both pretty nervous, but
miraculously God provided multiple people, and they were open to us sharing the gospel
with them. I was blessed with having someone who was open and wanting to know more
about the gospel. The person shared how they wanted their faith to grow, yet they had no
place for them to ask questions or for discussion. We were able to direct her to the
Navigators and be a helping hand to her as well. These experiences allowed me to see
where God was leading and guiding me in my life. In Proverbs 3:5-6 it says, “Trust in the
LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” I thank God for giving me this
series of opportunities to grow my faith even stronger. I continue to follow him and not
my own feelings and thoughts, because he knows the right way.
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2022 Family Fun Day
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