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tuart and I have been best
S friends for the past 30 years. We
are best friends and he introduced
me to my wife who passed away 10
years ago, and they are partners in
our recording studio. One year ago
he was diagnosed with carcinoma
cancer in his throat. After many
complications with feeding tubes, fighting infections and getting sicker by the
day, the doctors put him in a medically induced coma for one month. During
that time he did not wake up and he went to heaven, where he saw all of his
family from many generations who have passed away many years ago. They were
all very happy to see him, and told him he can stay in heaven for a while, but he
must return to earth so he can finish the music we have worked on for the past
20 years. He did not know how much time had passed, but when he woke up,
time had passed so quickly. He did not know how long he was there. Now he has
returned to his wife and daughter, no longer with any fear of dying and enjoying
God’s blessings for him and his family. So you see, this is a true testimony, and

we need not to fear death. Enjoy our lives and our families while we can.
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2015: A Year of Change

015 has been a year of change,
2 and God has used so many events
to mold and change me. It all started
with ADVENT Taiwan, a two-week
mission trip in which participants get
three days of training before going to
Taiwanese schools to teach English
and spread the gospel. When I signed
up, I expected to face challenges, ex-
perience new things, and see God’s
work. I did not expect this mission
trip to completely change my life.
Quite a few years ago, I was teased for
being un-athletic. I didn't react in a
good way, and I closed myself in, be-
coming more introverted and silent.
Though I had slowly opened myself
upover the past few years, I was still
quiet, self-conscious, and most of all,
afraid of what other people thought
of me. This was not the way I origi-

nally was, but I was stuck in myself

As I went through ADVENT, I slow-
ly changed, even though I didn’t re-
alize it. When I stepped out (or was
thrown out) of my comfort zone, God
was able to work in me. He opened
my heart to love others, and He was
able to restore that cheerful part of
me that had been buried. He began
to remove the fears, and though I'm
not complete, I'm a lot closer to who
God created me to be. God also used
ADVENT to place a heart for mis-
sions, specifically China and Taiwan,

in me. I remember once telling a
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guest speaker at church that I didn’t
teel called to missions, even though
my parents did. The man told me that
God will give me a passion and
a heart for Asia if that’s where
my mission field is. God did
this using ADVENT. Since
then, I've often felt led to pray
for Asia, and several times, I felt
my heart breaking for the lost
and the unreached. This is defi-
nitely God’s work.

The other major event that

changed me was the Thanksgiving
Retreat. In the past, it had been easy
for me to feel and enter into God’s
presence, but in the months leading to
it, I had begun to feel dry. I had trou-
ble sensing His presence, even when
all the people around me felt it. This
continued into the retreat. During an
evening session, the leaders/speakers
prayed for us. They skipped me. Un-
derstandably, I felt sad, disappoint-
ed, and even a bit rejected. However,
towards the end of the retreat, God
opened my eyes to see that He was
trying to get a message across. He was
saying that I was in a new stage of life.
I had begun to take God’s presence
for granted, but it was time for me to
start digging my own well, to have my
own relationship with God, not re-
lying on others. He also showed me
that I had begun to rely on emotions

instead of really knowing Him. Ever

Joseph Mao

since that experience, I've been learn-

ing to spend some time every day

really praying and worshipping. It’s

been hard; a lot of the time, I initially
feel nothing. I often don't feel or sense
anything. However, I've come to see
that when I completely spend some
time focused on Him, I have love for
others, joy through the challenges,
and peace in stressful times. I'm not
perfect, of course, but whenever I be-
gin to rely on myself again, I lose the
peace. The training is hard, but God
gives enough grace to get me through,
and He lets me feel Him just enough
to let me know He hasn’t abandoned

me.

I know that more challenges and
changes are coming, but I'm also ex-
cited for the future, since I know that
God is training me for something.
Will that “something” be tough?
Probably. Will it be out of my com-
fort zone? Almost certainly. But I
know that through the challenges and

changes, His grace is enough.




A “Small” Testimony

‘ N Jhen people think about tes-

timonies, they usually think
about something big or dramatic.
'That God somehow intervened at the
perfect moment and turned the entire
event around. However, not every-
thing that God does have to be big and
dramatic. God does the “little” deeds
as well. God spoke to Elijah in a small
still voice when Elijah was running
away Jezebel. We can also experience

in the little things. My testimony is

about experiencing God in a very typ-
ical day.

I was driving to work in the morn-
ing one day. Traffic was bad as usual,
weather was normal as usual, and 1
was driving to work and praying oc-
casionally just as usual. It was just an
ordinary day. While I was driving, I
was thinking about God and telling
Him that I love Him very much. I
was singing a song called “How He
Loves” by David Crowder band and
expressing my love for God. I was
singing the chorus where it said “He

loves us. Oh how He loves us...”

After I got to work, I went about my
busy day but had to leave early due
to sickness. And while I was driving
home from work, I turned on the

radio and the first thing I heard was

John Yen

“He loves us. Oh how He loves us...”
Wow! It was the exact song that I
was singing to God in the morning.
When I heard that, I felt that God
was saying that He was also deeply in
love with me. I felt really encouraged
that our relationship with God was
not just us saying “I love you” to God,
but God was also was saying “I love
you too.” God’s love for us is much

bigger than our love for Him.

We don’t have to wait for the big and
dramatic event in order to experience
God. We can experience God in the
“little” things as well. Just like in my
everyday commute, God gave me
this little treat that really touched my
heart. It encouraged me to take that
extra step and go the extra mile to live

for Him alone.
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God Always Has a Plan for Me

y name is Steven, and I am
Ma freshman at the Northview
High School. My house is adjacent
to school, therefore, I walk to school
every morning. One day like usual, I
was heading to school. While I was
crossing the street,
a car came by and
hit me. All of a
sudden, I was lay-
ing on the ground
but still in con-
scious. Sooner or
later, people came out of their car and
called 911. While I was laying on the
ground, I was praying to God to pro-
tect me and watch over me. Strangely,
someone came out of a car and also
asked me if is okay to pray for me. I
gladly said,“Yes.” During the praying
moment, I felt that God was speaking
to me and telling me, “You are go-
ing to be fine.” I was amazed by how
graceful God is! Thankfully, when I
arrived at the hospital, they did a full
body check on me. Then, they told
me that I had no broken bones and
no major injuries. Eventually, Tjust got
some stiches on my back. The nurse
who checked me was amazed, she
said, “Not everyone gets hit by a car
with good condition like you.” At that
moment, I believed I was spared be-
cause I have my Lord watching over

me and protecting me. Later, I found
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out the reason I was not badly injured
was because of my big metal pencil
box. When I got hit by the car, I land-
ed on the spot of my backpack with
my big metal pencil box. It helped me

to absorb my impact.

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,

plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.
— Jeremiah 29:11

God knows this was going to happen
to me and He prepared me for this a
year ago. At the beginning of my 8th
grade, I always lose my pencils be-
cause I know that there was a student
in my science class who kept
stealing them. However, I could
not do anything about it. Even
though I told my teacher, she
told me that there was noth-
ing she could do about it either.
Due to the fact, I bought a big
metal pencil box with a lock
to keep my pencils from being
stolen again. Now that I real-
ized, it was all parts of God’s
plan. God gives me a lesson
on not to jay walk through
this event, because 1 took ad-
vantage of living very close to

school so I always woke up a

Steven Xie

little bit later, and chose to jay walk
to school. After this, I always use the
cross walk to go to school. I remember
the Lord said: For I know the plans I
have for you, declares the Lord, plans
to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you
hope and a future
(Jeremiah  29:11).
As a final point, I
have learned that
God had planned
for me all along and

God will always be guiding me in my
life.
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